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JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY

" Mr. YOUNG of Ohio. Mr. President,
for more than 10 years certain congres-
sional committees have vigorously con-

centrated their fire on internal com--

munism. Ignored In recent years has
been the development of fascism in
America in the worm of a.secretive or-
ganization known as the John Birch
Society. This fascist group numbers in
its ranks former officials of the National
Association of Manufacturers, retired
military leaders and a wide assortment’
of out-and-out crackpots. Its leader, a
former candy manufacturer from Mas-
sachusetts, has written his equivalent to
Hitler’'s “Mein Kampf,” in which he
ridicules democracy. He charges that
former President Eisenhower is a Com-
munist sympasathizer, and he maligns
many other highly respected American
leadersa.

Its every action and policy ix con-
irary to the traditions of our Republic.
From promoter Welch right down the
line into every cell, the rightwing active
memberg—termed by the St. Louis Post
Dispatch “Birchsaps”-—not only pass out
disturbing comments and false charges
against neighbors, against leaders in
parent-teacher association groups, and
even against members of the clergy and
against Joyal, electeri and appointed gov-
ernment, State and local, officisls, But
the principles they advocate, if adopted,
would turn batk the clock §0 years;
would repeal agyl rescind the 20th cen-

“tury. ;
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threat comes from Red China with its
popuiaiton of 650 million and from the
Soviet Uniop with a population of maore
than 200 milion. Members of the Birgh
Society clain: to se¢ Communists under
neighbor's beds.  Their dictator Welch,
who 15 a seli-appomnted vigilante play-
ing God with: other people’s patriotism,
declaims he is apti-Communiat. He
nlleges that there are 7,000 ministers
of the Gospel in the United States who

are Communists or Communist sympa=-

thizers. He could not name 70 nor even
7. He is guilty of uttering demagogic,
untruthful, and wildly fantastic charges.

Mr Preskient, Lictator Franco of
Spain, is also anti-Communist. Hitler
and Mussolin! were anti-Commmunists up
to the time they met viclent deaths.
Does anticommunism alone qualify s
man as & loval American? What can
serious- minded Americans really think
of this man Weich who made money 88
a lawyer anc as a dy manufacturer
and now is making ch more money as
a promoter and denihciator? This fel-
low has termad former Presidents Eisen-
hower and Trumsn as “Communist
sympathizers © He denounced the late
John JFoster Duller and his brother,

Allcn Idulles. who Is presently Director -

of our Cent-al Intrlligence Agency as
pro-Commursst and Communist. He is
urging the 'mpeachment of the Chief
Justice of the lUinited States, Earl War-
ren, who i3 a thoroughly great and loyal
Amcrican and who was vice presidential
candidate o¢f tihe Republican Party.
What can Americans think of a fellow
such as this, other than that he has &
wicked torigue and is a crackpot or an
unscrupulous, mercenary demagog and
slick promoter? .

Mr. President. the facts are that we
who are rank and fille Americans can
well consider Welch and those active In
his John Birch Soclety as being sub-
versive of the worst kind. While pre-
tending to be Ioyal Americans, they are

in reality fomentihg suspiclon against
thelr naighbors, in the churches, and in \j,

the universities
, When Robert Welch states the im-

peachment of Chief Justice Ear] Warren
{s “just one of our specific objectives,”

he is seeking to undermine the confi-
dence of people in » loyal and dedicated
Amecrican lesder while at the apme time

pretending that he himself is a loyal ”

American. .
Attorney General Robert . Kennedy

_i5 correct in his statement that the John

Birch Soctety “is ridiculous” and that'its
members “make no c¢ontribyution to the
fight agains. ‘eommunism here in the
United States, and in fact—if anything,
they are a Lindrance.” The California

State Senaie factfinding commities on
Un-American activities has a.nnounot;g *

that it has started an inquiry into
John Birch Soclety. Personally my view
is that as not one of the members of this
society, nor its leader, Welch, has com-
mitted any overt act of foroe and vio-
lence againat constituted suthority in
this country. 1 feel there is no ocossion
for any congressional or legisistive in-
vestigation of this secret society, Welch
- . . . ',m,", i
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In 1854 and 1856, memb x of 4}
Know Nothing Party elected candidat:
to office and their candidate for Pres
dent of the United States in 1856, Mi
lard Pilimore, received many thousand
af votes. They clalmed tha. the For-
was coming to America Lo esrablish tt
Vatican somewhere along tie Missi-
.sippi River. They denouncec. hnmigrs
tion laws and members of the Catholi
Chiurch; they termed themasel' es a nati
American party. Like & wave of hy:
teria, the movement spreail throug:
many States from the 1840 = to 185
Then after 1856, the “knov: nothing
movement died and nothing § arther ws -
heard of it. Know-nothing sm of 16
years ago died the same death that th
John Birch Soclety will die ¢?.. unwsrg:
unhonored, and unsung. Lealers of tI:-
John Birch Society are busy (enouncir.
the whole foreign-ald progran of Pres:
dent Eisenhower and the or~ign-e::
program being carried forwsrd by th:
administration.

Misguided citizens who become mety:
bers of the John Birch So'lety eve:
briefly, are making the bat.le azain:
communism more difficult £ goven
mental agencies such as the F8I 1 &
gar Hoover, Director of the FBI tu:
denounced activities of the sot pras
ticed by the John Rirch Soci-ty Mar
persons who have become m mbers &
really 1men and women of god will ars
their motives nre of the best. They hav
been dupod by a slick prorwoter of
secret aoiiety whose methods are uncot
sclonables and whose state nents a:
fantastically false.
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